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ABSTRACT 

A study was conducted using enrollment and program 
completion data for fiscal years (FY's) 1984 through 1987 to analyze 
female student participation at the iilinois public community 
colleges* Study findings included the following: (1) female students 
comprised 57.7% of the colleges^ enroiiments over the 4 years of the 
study, representing 51% of all full-time students and nearly 60% of 
all part-time students; (2) female enroiiments outnumbered male 
ehrbllihehts in the areas of cosmetology^ home and institutional 
services, health, and business, while that trend was reversed in the 
pccupatibhal areas of trade and industrial programs, engineering 
technology agriculture/horticulture , and public/protective services; 
^3) more females than males completed degrees and certificates in 
every degree category except Associate in Science and Associate in 
General ^ Studies; and (4) a cbmparisoh of enrollments with program 
completions show a lower percentage of women completers in the 
baccalaureate/trahsfer and general. studies areas. While the 
relatively high percentage of female enrollment and completions 
indicated that community. colleges were serving females well, 
community colleges can play a greater role in encouraging female 
students to establish higher. career and educational goals and in 
providing a sound educational foundation for attaining these qoals. 
(EJV) 
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FEMALE STUDENT PARTICIPATION AT 
ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



Public Act 84-7 26 requires the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) 
monitor the participation and success of minority, female, and handicapp 
students within higher education institutions in Illinots. As a result , t 
IBHE passed a resolution requiring all colleges and universities to devel 
institutional goals that would increase the participation and success 
minority^ female^ and handicapped students and to submit periodic reports 
the progress being made_in achieving thesa goals. In addition, the Illino 
Community College Board (ICCB) is required to report on the status 
minority , female, and handicapped students enrolled at community colleges a 
the special programs that have been developed to assist these speci. 
populations in completing their programs of study. ICCB reports published 
September 1986 and March 1987 analyzed minority and handicapped participati( 
in Illinois public cbmihunity colleges. The purpose of this report is 
analyze the enrollment and program completion of female students in Illino 
public community colleges using data currently on the ICCB computerized dai 
system. Enrollment arid program completion data for fiscal years 1984 throu< 
1987 are Used in the analysis . The results in this report will be used < 
baseline information for monitoring future trends in female participation ; 
the community college system of Illinois. 



BACKGROUND 

In 1952,. there were three male students to each female student enrolled in tl 
public community college system in America. In 1968, a typical commuhit 
college had two male students to each female student. In a 1968 Illinoj 
Board of Higher Education study , 62 percent of the cbmihuhity college student 
were males (Monroe, p. 187). Since that time, the |:^rcehtage of female 
participating at all levels of education _ has increased _ steadily. By 19' 
female students constituted 52.7 percent of community college enrollments ar 
46.6 percent of public university enrollments in Illinois. 



The percentage of female students enrolled iri higher education decline 
between each successive level of education from community collec 
undergraduate education to doctoral and professional .education. Femal 
representation at the doctoral arid professional degree levels of educatic 
continues to be substantially lower than at other levels of education. I 
addition, female participation is especially low in some fields of stud^^ 
particularly engineering (IBHE, September 1986). 



FEMALE STUDENT ENROLLMENT 

Female students comprised 57.7 percent of all students enrolled in the publi 
community colleges of Illinois during fiscal years 1984 through 1987. Durih 
fiscal year 1987, female students outnumbered males_ at all but two of th 
fifty community colleges. At five colleges females comprised at leas 
two-thirds of the total enrollment (see Table A). Females outnumbered male 
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SOURCE OP DATA: Pall Enrollment (El Records) - reflect? Gnrollment. as of the 
lOth day of the fall term, win not reflect enrollments in 
courses that have a starting date later than the 10th day. 
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in all age categories and in both part-time and full-time erirbUmerit classifi- 
cations. Over the past four years female students comprised 51.1 percent oi 
all full-time students and 60.3 percent of all part-time . students (se( 
Table B). The proportion of female students increases, as the age of the 
students increases. in fiscal year 1987 females comprised 52.4 percent of th€ 
students age 17 to 20 and 67.8 percent of the students oyer the age of 55 (sec 
Table C). The median age of female students was 29 years^ four months 
compared to 26 years for males. 



Illinois Community College Board 
Table B 

Fall Opening Enrollment by Enrollment Status and Sex 
Fiscal Years 1984 Through 1987 



Fiscal 
Year 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 



Full-time 



Part -t ime 



Male 



53,543 (49.5%) 
50,698 (49.3%) 
49^299 (48.3%) 
46,586 (48.3%) 



Female 



54^623 (50.5%) 

52^180 (50.7%) 

49,502 (51.7%) 

49,686 (51.7%) 



Jlale- 



- Fema le 



98,458 (39.6%) 150,019 (60.4%) 
101,722 (39.4%) 156,587 (60.6%) 



96,698 (39.6%) 147,283 (60.4%) 
95,746 (40.1%) 143,066 (59.9%) 



Enro llment b y- Program of Study 

The most recent data concerning female participation in Illinois community 
college education by program of study are summarized in Table D. Although 
females outnumbered their male counterparts in all five program areas 
presented in this table^ there are differences in their share of enrollment 
among the areas. 

During fiscal years 1984 through 1987, the highest proportion of female 
students occurred in the program area of general studies (67.8 percent) and 
the lowest proportion of female students were enrolled in the remedial/adult 
basic/adult secondary education program area (51.8 percent ) . In the general 
studies program area, however * the proportion of females has been decreasing 
each year. Iri the fall of fiscal year 1984, females comprised 68.9 percent of 
the general studies enrollment. By the fall of fiscal year 1987, this 
percentage had decreased, to 65._6 percent wiith the sharpest decrease occurring 
between fiscal years 1986 and 1987. Likewise, the proportion of fe:aale 
students enrolled in the_ remedial/adult basic/adult secondary program areas 
decreased slightly from 52.5 percent in fiscal year i984 to 51.4 percent in 
fiscal year 1987. 

in the baccalaureate/transfer. area„ percent of the students were females. 

Between fiscal years 19_84 and 1987, the percent of female students enrolling 
in baccalaureate/transfer programs increased slightly from 56.7 percent to 



Illinois Community College Board 
Table C 

Fall Opening Enrollment by Age and Sex 
Fiscal Years 1986 and 1987 
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Table D 

Pall Opening Enrollment by Program Area and Sex 
Fiscal Years 1984 Through 1987 
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57.4 percent. in the occupational program area the propdrtibri of female 
students enrolled for fiscal years 1984 through 1987 averaged 55.4 percent. 
There was an increase each year in female representation in this program area 
with females comprising 54 . 5 percent in fiscal year 1984 and 56.4 percent in 
fiscal year 1987. The percent of the students enrolled in vocational skills 
courses remained very steady at around 63.0 percent. 

In summary, female student percentages, when compared to male percentages^ 
we-e highest in general studies (67.8 percent ) fdllbwed by vbcatibhal skills 
(62.9 percent), baccalaureate/transf er (57.2 percent), occupational 
(55.4 percent), and remedial/adult basic/adult secbndary (51.8 percent). 
During the four -year period female representation increased each year in the 
occupational program area, decreased in the general studies and remedial/adult 
basic/adult secondary areas, and fluctuated in_ the baccalaureate/transfer 
area^ In the latter area in which representation fluctuated^ the percentage 
of females was higher in fiscal year 1987 than in fiscal year 1984. 



Enrollm ent By Occupational Program 

The proportibn bf female students in specific occupational areas was examined 
for fiscal years 1984 through 1986 (see Table E)._ Nine specific program areas 
were analyzed. Due to a relatively small number of students enrolled in the 
program areas bf legal assisting^ technical writing, library assisting, 
recreatibn, science technology, and visual and performing arts, these areas 
were grbuped together in a tenth category entitled "other." Because of the 
variety bf prbgrams in this area and a coding change oetween 1985 and 1986, 
the female participation in this area cannot be analyzed accurately. Data for 
fiscal years 1984 through 1986 showed the following famale student percentages 
for each occupational program area: cosmetology (91.9 percent), health 
(87.9 percent), home and institutional services (85.5 percent), business 
(67.5 percent)/ public/protective services (32.7 percent), communication 
(32.5 percent), agriculture/horticulture (30.9 percent}, engineering 
technblogy (10.3 percent)^ and trade/industrial (6.9 percent). 

The prbpbrtibh bf females has increased in five of these program areas over 
the last three years. While female enrollment in the agriculture/horticulture 
area remained relatively low, the percentage of females increased from 
28.9 percent in fiscal year 1984 to 33.8 percent in fiscal year 1986 . 
Engineering technblogy also represented one of the program areas with a 
cbhstaht increase in the percent of females enrolled. The proportion of 
females ehrblled in this area increased from 9.0 percent in fiscal year 1984 
to 12.^7 percent in fiscal year 1986. Of the nine occupational programs 
analyzed, the area of business enrolled the largest number of students, bbth 
female and male_> during all three years. Between fiscal years 1984 and 1986, 
the percent bf female students enrolled in the business area showed an 
increase from 65.8 percent to 69.4 percent. Although enrollment in public and 
protective services ha? declined over the last three yesrs, the decline has 
been smaller for females than males resulting in an increased percentage of 
females, in fiscal year 1984 females comprised 32.2 percent of the public and 
protective services enrollment compared to 34.5 percent -n fiscal year 1986. 
In the trade and industrial program drea, the percentage of females increased 
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from 8.5 percent to 10.1 pisrcent. This increase is due to an increasing 
number of females and a decreasing number of males enrolling in this program 
area. 

Females comprised a large proportion of the enrollments in health, 
cosmetology, and home aiid institutional services programs. in health and 
•cosmetology, the percentages of females have changed vecy little over the 
three years with females represent ihg_ 87.9 percent of health enrollment in 
fiscal year 1984 and 88.3 percent in fiscal year 1986. For those same years 
females comprised 91.9 percent and 91.3 percent of the cosmetology students, 
^'^.^o^®^"^ institutional services, the number of students has increased over 
the ?:ast three years. However, the number of male students has increased at a 
faster rate resulting in a slight decrease in the percentage of female 
students - 86.7 percent in fiscal year 1984 compared to 84.8 percent in fiscal 
year 1986. 

^ percentage of females was also _ experienced in the 

communications program area from 33.5 percent in fiscal year 1984 to 
32.3 percent in fiscal year 1986. This is the drily area in which females are 
underrepresented that has not experienced an increase in the proportion of 
females enrolled during the three-year period. 

In summary; females were oyerrepresented during the three years in the program 
aroas of cosmetology (91.9 percent), health (87._9_ jjercent), home and 
institutional services (85.5 percent), and business (67.5 percent)/ but were 
underrepresented in the program areas of trade/industrial (9 . 1 percent), 

engineering technology (10.5 percent)^ public/protective services 

^^^'^ P®J5_®A*^J' ^^'^M":^.^^*^^^!^^^^^^*^ percent), and agriculture/horticulture 
(30.9 percent). However, there has been an increase in the proportion of 
females enrolled in agriculture/horticulture, engineering technology, trade 
and industrial, and public/protective services over the three-year period. 



FEMALE STUDENT COMPLETION 

Completion Degree _Type 

_PE®^®":^_®^ _*^^A_s section examined annual female completions by 
general degree and certificate type for fiscal years 1984 through 1986 (see 
Table F). The anaiysis of the data for these three years revealed that female 
students comprised the following proportions of each of the_ degree and 
certificate categories: Associate in Applied Science degrees (60,0 percent), 
the Associate in Arts degrees (59.0 percent), occupational certificates (60.9 
percent), other certificates (54.4 percent). Associate in General Studies 
degrees (49.4 percent), and Associi»te in Science degrees (48.8 percent). 

Female students earned 55.3 percent of l.he baccalaureate/transfer degrees 
awarded between fiscal years 1984 and 1986. Females earned 54.4 percent of 
the baccaiaureate/transfer degrees in fiscal year_1984, 55.2 percent in fiscal 
year 1985, and 56.0 percent in fiscal year 1986. mxaminatior. of specific 
baccalaureate/transfer degrees (Associate in Arts and Associate in Science) 
revealed differences in the percentages of females earning degrees. 
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Illinois Community College Board 
Table P 

Program Completion by Degree Type and Sex 
Fiscal Years 1984 Through 1986 



Degr ee 



Associate in 
Arts 

Associate in 
science 

Associate in 
General studies 

Associate in 

Applied science 

Occupational 
Certificates 

Other 



Total 





Fiscal Year 1984 


^scal Year 1985 


Fiscal 


Year 1986 


Male 




H^l^ 


Female 


Male 


Female 


N 


2,559 


3,528 


2,166 


<J , X ^ u 




3j88P 


% 


(42.0) 


(58.0) 


(40.9) 


(59.1) 


(40.2) 


V Dy • o ) 


N 


1,609 


1,445 


1,661 


1^624 


1,903 


1,859 


% 


(52.7) 


(47.3) 


(50.6) 


(49.4) 


(50.6) 


(49.4) 


N 


6i 


62 


173 


183 


288 


265 


% 


(50.0) 


(50.0) 


(48.6) 


(51.4) 


(52.1) 


(47.9) 


N 


4,107 


6,109 


4il84 


6,302 


4,222 


6,334 


% 


(40.2) 


(59.8) 


(39.9) 


(60*1) 


(40 .0) 


(60.0) 


N 


2,844 


4,666 


2,737 


4,345 


3^527 


5,183 


% 


(37.9) 


(62.1) 


(38.7) 


(61.3) 


(40.5) 


(59.5) 


N 


224 


246 


120 


153 


105 


136 


% 


(47.7) 


(52.3) 


(44.0) 


(56.0) 


(43.6) 


(56.4) 


N 


11,404 


16,056 


11,104 


15,733 


12,650 


17,657 


% 


(41.5) 


(58.5) 


(41.2) 


(58.8) 


(41.7) 


(58.3) 



Fifty-nine ijerceht of the Associate in Arts (AA) degrees were earned by women 
compared to only 48.8 percent of the Associate in Science (AS) degrees. In 
each of these degree categories the proportion of females has increased since 
fiscal year 1984 with females comprising 58.0 percent of the fiscal year 1984 
and 59.8 percent of the fiscal year JL986 jtt degrees and 47.3 percent and 49.4 
percent of the AS degree recipients for those same years. 

Fewer female students (49.4 percent) graduated with Associate in General 
Studies degrees than did male students. Bet't^c-fin fiscal years 1984 and 1986, 
the percentage of female students receiving this degree fluctuated _from 50.0 
percent in fiscal year 1984 to 51.4 percent in fiscal year 1985 to 47.9 
percent in fiscal year 1986. 

Overall, f:cbm fiscal year 1984 to fiscal yii? 1986, more female students 
graduated with Associate in Applied Science degrees than male students. An 
examination of the proportion of female students receiving the Associate in 
Applied Science degree revealed that female students comprised approximately 
60.3 percent of the graduates each of the three years. The percentage of 
temale students receiving occupational certificates decreased from 62.1 
percent in fiscal year 1984 to 59.5 percent in fiscal year 1986. 
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Compl et i ons b y^Q ccupat i on aX ^Deg rees and C er^^-icates 

The data presented in this section examine the proportion of female students 
^°"^P^®*^^*^? .^^""^ sP^^^i^i^ occupational program areas for fiscal year 1984 
through 1986 (see Table G). The "other" area is comprised of the program 
areas of legal assisting, technical writing, library assisting, recreation, 
science technology, and visual arid performing arts. As with enrollment data, 
this category is included for cbmpletehess of the data and will not be 
^?s??^s?^*____^"^l5rsis of specific dccupatiqhal data for these three years 
revealed tha_t the following proportion of female students completed each of 
these program areas: cosmetology i94. 7 percent), home and institutional 
services (84.6 percent), health (90.1 percent), business (69.5 percent), 

agriculture (20.5 percent), public/protective seL'vices (28.6 percent), 

communications (28.9 percent j , engineering technology (8.3 percent), and trade 
and industrial (8.4 percent). 

The proportion of degrees and certificates earned by females increased each 
year in business (65^5, 70.0, and 73.2 percent), health (88,6, 90.5^ and 
91.6 percent), home and institutional services (82.5, 85.4, and 85.8 percent), 
and trade and industrial (6.8, 8.6, and 10.0 percent). In the area of 
communications the Proportion of female graduates decreased each year from 
31.5 to 28.2 to 25.9 percent. 



COt^ARISON OP ENROLLMENTS AND COMPLETIONS 

Although there are some interpreta^^^ cbmparihg ehrbllment 

percentages to completion percentages, some general insights can be_ gained 
through this type of analysis, in general, in the baccalaureate/trarisfer area 
the percentage of graduates who were females tended to be slightly lower than 
female representation in baccalaureate/transfer enrollments (see Table H). 
This could indicate retention rates for females in this program area are lower 
than those of their male counterparts. However , this could also be due to 
more females enrolling on a part-time basis, transferring earlier than males, 
or having other objectives for enrolling. 



Illinois Community College Board 
Table H 

Female Student Percent of Program Area 
Enrollment and Compietiona 
Fiscal Years 1984 through 1986 



Prbgr anv Area 



Fiscal Baccalaur^ te/Tr a nsf eg Occupatibnal General studies 

year Enrollment Completion E nro ll men t Completion Ehrbl 4ment Completion 

1984 56.7% 54.4% 54.5% 58.6% 68.9% 50.0% 

1985 56.8% 55.4% 61.2% 55.9% 68.7% 51.4% 

1986 57.9% 56.0% 55.9% 62.7% 67.3% 47.9% 



EKLC 
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Illinois Community College Board 
Table G 

Occupational Program Completion by Sex 
Fiscal Years 1984 Through 1986 







Fiscal 


Year 1984 


Fiscal 


Yeai^98 5 


Fiscal 


^ear 198" 


P r OCT r am 




-Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


— Male 


- -Female 


Agriculture 


N 


382 


94 


358 


90 


380 


__ 10! 






C/o .7 ) 


(23.3) 


(79 .9 ) 


(20.1) 


(78.4) 


(21.6 


Business 


N 


1,963 


3,729 


1,676 


3,907 


1,479 


4,04] 




ft 
1 


( 34 • 5 ; 


(65.5) 


(30 .0 ) 


(70. Q ) 


(26.8) 


(73.2] 


Communication 


N 


85 


39 


61 


24 


63 


2: 




1 


{ 68 • 5 ; 


(31.5) 


(71.8) 


(28.2) 


(74.1) 


(25.9) 


Cosmetology 


N 


28 


344 


15 


343 


14 


323 






I ? • J ; 


/ ft - T \ 

(92.7) 


(4.2) 


(95.8) 


(4.2) 


(95.8) 


Engineering Tech 


N 


1,621 


93 


928 


73 


994 


102 




% 


(§1.7) 


(8.3) 


(92.7) 


(7.3) 


(90.7) 


(9.3) 


Health 


fl 


678 


5,263 


518 


4,929 


431 


4^677 




% 


(11.4) 


(83.6) 


(9.5) 


(90.5) 


(8.4) 


(91.6) 


Home/Institution 


N 


128 


602 


115 


671 


112 


676 




% 


(17.5) 


(82.5) 


(14.6) 


(85.4) 


(14.2) 


(85.3) 


Public/Protective 


N 


677 


263 


593 


225 


596 


250 


Services 


« 


(72.0) 


(28.0) 


(72.5) 


(27.5) 


(69.6) 


(30.4) 


Trade/Industrial 


N 


?j612 


192 


2^397 


226 


2,154 


239 




% 


(93.2) 


(6.8) 


(91.4) 


(8.6) 


(90.0) 


(10.0 ) 


Other 


N 


48 


141 


38 


99 


6 


42 




% 


(25.4) 


(74.6) 


(27.7) 


(72.3) 


(12.5) 


(87.5 ) 


Total 


N 


7,622 


10,765 


6,699 


10,587 


6,229 


10,487 




% 


(^1.4) 


(58.6) 


(38.8) 


(61.2) 


(37.3) 


(62.7) 
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iri the occupational areas, the reverse was true. The percentage of female 
students receiving Associate in Applied Science degrees and occupational 
certificates was greater than their share of occupational enrollments. 



The greatest differences in enrollment and completion percentages for females 
occurred in the general studies area where the female representation in 
enrollment was significantly higher than it was among completers of the 
Associate in General Studies degree^ While the enrollment data presented 
include general studies course enrollments as well as enrollments in degree 
programs a comparison of only degree program enrollments with degree 
recipients revealed that the trend was similar. 

The specific occupational program areas that revealed a lower percent of 
female students graduating when compared to those enrolling were the areas of 
agriculture/horticulture, communication^ engineering technology, and 
public/protective services. The areas where the female graduation per cents 
were higher than their enrollment percents were the areas of business, 
cosmetology, and health (see Table I). In the home and institutional services 
area and the trade and industrial area, the percentages of enrollments and 
cbmpletiohs were similar. In general^ in programs where females were 
uhderrepresehted in enrollments they were represented to an even lesser extent 
for completions. The reverse was found in program areas of high female 
representation • 



SPECIAL SERVICES 

Several colleges are providing special services for women. A 1986 study of 
student service programs in Illinois community colleges showed that 
thirty-seven colleges offer some form of child care services or have a child 
development center. Twenty-six community colleges have established Women 
Service Centers and/br Women Counseling Services. Displaced homemaker 
services are provided by five community colleges (ICCB, November 1986). 



CONCLUSIONS 

The examination of enrollment data showed that, female students comprised 
^7-7 percent of Illinois community college enrollments over the four-year 
period, fiscal years 1984 through 1987_. Female, students comprised nearly 
?? _P^^^?^*^ all fill-time students and_ nearly 60_ percent of all part-time 
students. The median age of female students enrolled in Illinois community 
^^^^^^9 the fall term of fiscal year 1987 was 29 years and four months 
compared to 26 years for male students. Overall, the average age of community 
students is increasing with the female student population showing the 
greatest increase. Female students comprised almost two thirds of the 
??F9^1?^^^?_ ^^.^.'S program areas of general studies and vocational skills. The 
percent of females in the baccalaureate/transfer and occupational program 
areas was similar to their representation in the overall student population. 
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Illinois Community College Board 
Table i 

Peiale Student Percent of Occupatidnal Program Area 
Enrollment and Completions 
Piscal Years 1984 Through 1986 





Piscal Year 1984 


Piscal Year 1985 


fiscal Year 1986 


ogram Area 


Enrollment 


Completion 


Enrollment 


Completion 


Ento4 Iment 


Complei 


riculture/ 
Horticulture 


28.9% 


23.3% 


30.0% 


20.1% 


33.8% 


21. i 


siness 


65.81 


65.5% 


67.5% 


70.0% 


69.4% 


73.4 


lununications 


33. 5« 


31.5% 


31.7% 


28.2% 


32.3% 


25. S 


smetol 


91.9% 


92.7% 


92.4% 


95.8% 


91. ,1% 


95.6 


jineecing Technology 


9.0% 


8.3% 


9.1% 


7.3% 


12.7% 


9.3 


ilth 


87.9% 


88.6% 


87.5% 


90.5% 


88.3% 


91.6 


[le/Inst i to t i ona 1 
Services 


86.7% 


82.5% 


85.1% 


85.4% 


84.8% 


85.8 


>iic/Protective 
>ervices 


32.2% 


28.6% 


31.6% 


27.5% 


34.5% 


30.4 


ide/Industrial 


8.5% 


6.8% 


8.8% 


8.6% 


10.1% 


10.0 


ler 


49,1% 


74.6% 


32.0% 


72.3% 


62.6% 


87.5 


'AL 


54.5% 


58.6% 


54.9% 


61.2% 


55.9% 


62.7^ 
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An examination of specific occupational program areas revealed that females 
outnumbered males in the areas of cosmetology^ home and institutional 
services^ healthy and business* Fewer females than males enrolled in the 
occupational areas of trade and industrial, engineering technology, 
agriculture/horticulture, and public/protective services^ 

An examination of the completion data showed that more females than males 
completed degrees and certificates in every degree category except Associate 
in Science (AS) and Associate in General Studies • However, the percentage of 
AS degrees earned by females increased slightly during fiscal years 1985 and 
1986. 

Although female students outnumber male students in several occupational 
areas, they are very much underrepresented in both enrollment and completion 
in the occupational program areas of trade and industrial, 
agriculture/horticulture, engineering technology, and public/protective 
services. Community colleges should promote more female enrollments in these 
areas • 

The study showed that femiale students in Illinois community colleges comprised 
nearly 57 percent of enrollments and over 54.0 percent of the completions in 
the baccalaureate/transfer area. However, in the specific baccalaureate/ 
transfer degrees, females earned 59.0 jjercent of all Associate in Arts degrees 
and only 48.8 percent of all Associate in Science degrees. This finding 
corresponds with results found in other studies mentioned previously in this 
report. These studies showed low female enrollment and completion in math and 
science programs at the baccalaureate and graduate levels. Future efforts 
should be geared toward encouraging the female student to enroll in and 
?9njPl®t® Associate in Science and later Bachelor of Science and graduate 
degree programs in the math and science areas. Career opportunities in 
engineering, mathematics , and pure and applied science areas should be 
stressed in career counseling. 



A comparison of enrollments with cbmpletiohs shows a lower percentage of women 
completers in the baccalaureate/transfer and general studies areas. This 
binding is difficult to interpret without further examihation. A study 
designed to address retention is needed to more clearly identify whether this 
is an area of concern. 

Community college officials have been and should continue to be concerned 
about services needed by female students if they are to persist arid complete 
their educational endeavors. At the present time several colleges are 
providing special services for women. According to the data presented in this 
study, such services are justifiable considering the large percent of female 
students enrolled in community colleges. 

While the relatively high percentage of female enrollment and completions 
indicate community colleges aje serving females well, the fact that female 
representation declines with successive levels of education presents an area 
of concern. Since most students are setting their educational and career 
goals during their first two years in college, community colleges can play an 
important role in encouraging female students to establish higher goals 
educational and career and in providing a sound educational foundation for 
attaining them. 
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